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As w e  e n t e r  t h e  21st c e n t u r y ,  a n d  h i s t o r y  r e c e d e s  i n t o  i t s e l f ,  a t  t h e  

l i gh tn ing  speed t h a t  i n fo rma t ion  t ravels,  I  h a v e  e n c o u n t e r e d  a  fasc ina t ion  

w i t h  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  m o m e n t  o f  h is tory .  My ins ta l la t ions  speak t o  d r a m a t i c  

even ts  a n d  tu rn ing  po in ts  i n  h is tory a n d  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  v iewer  t o  e n g a g e  

i n  t h e  work as a c t i v e  a n d  th ink ing  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  C i n e m a t i c  i n  s c a l e  a n d  

e p i c  i n  c h a r a c t e r ,  t h e  r e c e n t  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  a l l u d e  t o  R i c h a r d  W a g n e r ' s  

c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  " G e s a m t k u n s t w e r k  ( T o t a l  Work  O f  A r t ) "  a n d  W a l t e r  

B e n j a m i n ' s  n o t i o n  o f  t h e  " T r a u e r a r b e i t  (Work  o f  M o u r n i n g ) . "  

F o c u s i n g  o n  N a z i s m ,  t h e  H o l o c a u s t ,  a n d  t h e  R e s i s t a n c e ,  

"THIS MEANS YOU," d e v e l o p s  s e v e r a l  c h a r a c t e r s  a n d  v o i c e s  t h a t  s t e m  

f r o m  t h e  p e r i o d  b e t w e e n  1933 t h r o u g h  1945 .  There  a r e  t h r e e  m a i n  

f i gu res  t h a t  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n :  a n  S S  O f f i c e r  ( a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  

a  German shepherd) ,  a  Figure t h a t  is representa t ive  o f  t h e  Vict ims o f  Nazi 

C r imes  A g a i n s t  H u m a n i t y ,  a n d  a  R e s i s t a n c e  F i g h t e r .  A  s o u n d t r a c k  o f  

wh ispe red  vo i ces  t a k e n  f r o m  Ho locaus t  memoirs fu r the r  a c c o m p a n i e s  t h e  

i n s t a l l a t i o n .  The v o i c e s  t h a t  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  a r e  t a k e n  f r o m  

e x c e r p t s  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t e x t s :  N o n e  o f  U s  Wi l l  R e t u r n ,  b y  C h a r l o t t e  

De lbo,  t rans la ted by John Gi thens, ( l968) ,  a n d  Scroll o f  Agony :  The Warsaw 

D i a r y  o f  C h a i m  A .  K a p l a n ,  b y  C h a i m  A .  K a p l a n .  T r a n s l a t e d  f r o m  t h e  

Hebrew and  ed i ted  by Dr. Abraham I .  Katsh, (1965). In its f ina l  presentat ion,  

t h e  v o i c e - o v e r  wi l l  a p p e a r  i n  Engl ish, French,  G e r m a n ,  a n d  H e b r e w .  



Scroll of Agony: The Warsaw Diary of Chaim A. Kaplan 
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ODr. Abraham I. Katch1965 
Courtesy Mrs. Estelle Katsh and The Estate of Dr. Abraham I. Katsh, New Yak 

September 1, 1939 
A New World War 

DURING THE MORNING hours of the first of September, 1939, 

war broke out between Germany and Poland and, indirectly, 

between Germany and Poland's allies, England and France. 

This time the allies will stick to their word and not betray 

Poland as they betrayed Czechoslovakia. For the time being, 

Poland alone will suffer all the hardships of the war, because 

there are no common frontiers between Poland and her allies. 

We are witnessing the dawn of a new era in the history of the 
world. 

This war will indeed bring destruction upon human 
civilization. But this is a civilization which merits annihilation 

and destruction. There is no doubt that Hitlerian Nazism will 

ultimately be defeated, for in the end the civilized nations will 

rise up to defend the liberty which the German barbarians 

seek to steal from mankind. However, I doubt that we will 

live through this carnage. The bombs filled with lethal gas 

will poison every living being, or we will starve because 

we will have no means of livelihood. ... . . 
Poland is the chosen one, and the first arrows of the war 

between civilization and barbarism are falling upon her. But 
she will be joined by other nations, and united they will 

destroy the modern huns. Since our enemy is the enemy 

of the whole human race, someone or other will come and 

avenge our spilled blood ........... 
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